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TenattheTop.org

Ten at the Top 

• Initially formed in 2005 as Upstate Together

• Created to foster regional collaboration, trust  and 
cooperation within the 10-county Upstate

• Board of Directors includes public, private and non-
profit/education leaders

• Current Funding: Grants, Private Companies, Community 
Organizations, Government 

• Incorporated as a Non-Profit in South Carolina. 

• Executive Director hired in January 2010



TenattheTop.org

• Build trust among leaders and residents across the ten 

counties of the Upstate.

• Articulate and promote a regional vision and strategy that 

protects and enhances the economic vitality, natural and 

cultural resources and assets, and quality of life within the 

region.

• Initiate, convene and facilitate activities that articulate the 

value of and foster the development of regional collaboration, 

coordination and cooperation.

Ten at the Top Objectives



TenattheTop.org



TenattheTop.org



TenattheTop.org

5 Vision Drivers

• Human Potential

• Economic and Entrepreneurial Vitality

• Sustainable Growth

• Natural Beauty and Resources

• Community Vibrancy



TenattheTop.org

Upstate Elected Officials Meetings

Next Meeting: May 3, 2012

Topic: Regional Transportation

Speaker: South Carolina DOT Secretary Robert St. Onge

3:30-5 p.m. – BMW Zentrum



USEPA Proposed Rule 40 CFR Parts 56 and 51

EPA-HQ-OAR-2010-0885

Federal Register/Vol. 77, No. 30, February 14, 2012

*
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*
*March 12, 2008

*Revised primary NAAQS: 0.075 ppm

* Annual 4th highest daily maximum 8-hour concentration averaged over 3 years

*After promulgating a new or revised NAAQS

* Issue initial area designations

* Meeting the NAAQS: attainment/unclassifiable

* Not meeting the NAAQS: nonattainment

* Establish boundaries for these areas

*Proposed consent decree establishes deadline of May 31, 2012 for EPA 
to take action (76 FR 79172)

*Designations effective by mid-August 2012
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*

*Fall 2013

*Expected to propose any necessary revisions to the 2008 ozone 

NAAQS

* Standard can only be more stringent  <0.075 ppm

*Spring 2014

*Expected to finalize any necessary revisions to 2008 ozone NAAQS
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*
*March 12, 2009

*Required to submit designation recommendations

*October 11, 2011 

*Had the opportunity to revise recommendations

*DHEC revised its boundary recommendation

* Based on 2009-2011 preliminary data

* March 12, 2009

* “attainment” for the entire state, including all of York County

*February 29, 2012

*Could elect to early certify the 2011 ozone season data (2009-2011) for 
EPA to consider in designation process

*DHEC certified the 2011 ozone season data on December 9, 2011

April 24, 201211Upstate SC Air Quality Advisory Committee



*

*DHEC revised its boundary recommendation

* Submitted on March 12, 2009

* Requested “attainment” designation for the entire state

*EPA agreed with South Carolina’s recommendation

*With the exception of a portion of York County

*Expect the Upstate SC area to be designated attainment for the 2008 

ozone standard
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*

Classification 

(severity based)

8-hr Design Value

(ppm)

Time to Attain

(years)

Marginal 0.076 to 0.086 3

Moderate 0.086 to 0.100 6

Serious 0.100 to 0.113 9

Severe-15 0.113 to 0.119 15

Severe-17 0.119 to 0.175 17

Extreme  0.175 20
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*

*Marginal: Ozone levels closer to the standard

*Exempt from preparing attainment demonstration and associated 
contingency measures

*Subject to fewer and/or less stringent planning and control 
requirements

*Required to adopt an emissions statement rule for stationary sources

*Submit a baseline emissions inventory

* Implement a nonattainment area preconstruction permit program

*Shortest attainment period: within 3 years of designation
April 24, 201214Upstate SC Air Quality Advisory Committee



*

*Federal and state policies on reductions of ozone precursors and 

emission reduction programs are helping

*Stringent emission standards for onroad and nonroad vehicles and 

equipment

*Power plant emissions reductions to address interstate transport

*Potential programs such as boiler maximum achievable control 

technology standards
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*

*Complies with marginal area requirements and additional 

requirements

*State must demonstrate that area will attain standard within six 

years after designation

*Must obtain EPA’s approval and adopt certain emissions control 

requirements (e.g., control technology, basic vehicle inspection 

and maintenance program depending on population thresholds)

*Provision for increased offsets for new or modified sources under 

new source review (NSR)
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*

*Serious to Extreme

*Subject to most stringent requirements

*Additional emissions controls and stricter NSR offsets beyond those 
required for Moderate areas

*Largest set of mandatory planning and emissions control 
requirements

*“Smaller sources” become “major sources” for permitting and other 
requirements

*Longest attainment periods
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*

*Based on 2008-2010 data

*About 52 areas exceed the standard

*EPA used these 52 “hypothetical nonattainment areas”

*Marginal: 43

*Moderate: 6

*Serious: 3

*Severe: 0

*Extreme: 0
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*

*May request to be reclassified

1. At its discretion, EPA may reclassify areas

i. Within 90 days of designation

ii. To a higher or lower classification if design value is within 5% of the design value range 
of the higher or lower classification

iii. States must submit reclassification request ASAP

2. Marginal, Moderate and Serious areas may be “bumped-up” to a higher 
classification

i. If EPA determines that the area has failed to attain by the attainment date, and

ii. The area does not qualify for the first of two possible 1-year attainment date extension

3. States may voluntarily request EPA to reclassify an area to a higher 
classification

i. EPA has no discretion to deny requests
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*

1.Precise number of years after designations become 

effective

If EPA issues designations on May 31, 2012, they will become 

effective August 15, 2012

2. December 31 of the year that is the specified number 

of years after designation

i. Preferred by EPA
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*

Classification Years Option 1 Option 2

Marginal 3 years August 15, 2015 December 31, 2015

Moderate 6 years August 15, 2018 December 31, 2018

Serious 9 years August 15, 2021 December 31, 2021

Severe 15 years August 15, 2027 December 31, 2027

Severe 17 years August 15, 2029 December 31, 2029

Extreme 20 years August 15, 2032 December 31, 2032
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*

County Site 2007-2009* 2008-2010* 2009-2011*

Anderson Big Creek No data 0.066** 0.069

Greenville Hillcrest No data No data 0.068

Greenville Famoda Farm No data 0.066** 0.067

Oconee Long Creek 0.071 0.069 0.065

Pickens Clemson 0.075 0.072 0.071

Pickens Wolf Creek No data No data 0.069**

Spartanburg N Sptbg FD 0.075 0.071 0.073

*Design values in ppm

**Incomplete data

The 2008 NAAQS standard for ozone is 0.075 ppm

April 24, 201222Upstate SC Air Quality Advisory Committee



*
*Assumption

* Based on last three ozone season data

* Previous nonattainment designation with the 1997 ozone standard

* EPA’s revision of the 2008 standard, in 2013, leads to a more stringent standard

*  0.070 ppm

*The Upstate SC could be designated nonattainment again

* More likely: Marginal classification

*Would have three years to achieve attainment

*Would be exempt from preparing attainment demonstration and associated 
contingency measures

* Subject to fewer and/or less stringent planning and control requirements

* Required to adopt an emissions statement rule for stationary sources

* Submit a baseline emissions inventory

* Implement a nonattainment area preconstruction permit program
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*

* Participate in Ozone Advance program

* Encourage continuing proactive efforts to maintain and be ahead of any future 
changes to the standard

* Must advocate for federal and state policies on reductions of ozone precursors and 
emission reduction programs, including funding

* Stringent emission standards for onroad and nonroad vehicles and equipment

* Power plant emissions reductions to address interstate transport

* Other potential programs

* Boiler maximum achievable control technology standards

* Continue educational programs
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*

Questions and Answers
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For attainment areas 
only

*
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*

*Announced on April 15, 2012

* Details at www.epa.gov/ozoneadvance/

*Webinar today at 2 p.m.

*Upstate SC is eligible to sign up

*SCDHEC looking into the possibility to sign-up on statewide basis
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*

*Encourages attainment areas to expeditiously reduce emissions and 
continue meeting the NAAQS for ground-level ozone.

*Work closely with EPA and stakeholders to evaluate, select, and 
implement control measurers and programs

*Help reduce emissions to ensure continued health protection

*Better position areas to remain in attainment

* Improvements in air quality could result in a lower classification, if eventually 
designated nonattainment

*Efficiently direct available resources toward actions to address ozone 
problems quickly
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VPSI Commuter Vanpool 

Program

An alternative transit solution for Upstate 

commuters



VPSI Corporate Overview
• Established in 1977 as a subsidiary of 

the Chrysler Corporation.  

• Today, VPSI is privately-owned and is 

the largest commuter vanpool provider 

in the World. 

• We operate 45 customer service 

centers and a fleet of over 5,600

vehicles throughout the Nation.

• Recognized as the Nation’s leading 

provider of commuter vanpool 

management and services.



Why promote alternative transit?

• Reduce the cost to commute to and from work.

• Increase commuter safety.

• Diminish traffic and parking congestion.

• Increase employee efficiency, focus, and morale.

• Mitigate emissions and V.O.Cs (volatile organic 

compounds).



VPSI’s Commuter Vanpool Program

• A group consists of 5 to 15 

members who live in proximity to 

each other, work similar hours, 

and agree to share their commute 

in our well appointed vehicles.

• VPSI provides a new commuter 

van, comprehensive 

maintenance, insurance for 

volunteer drivers, and a month to 

month agreement.



VPSI’s Commuter Vanpool Program

• The monthly cost is indicative of 

the commute miles a van accrues, 

the size of the van, and the 

number of members (per seat 

cost).  Fuel is included as well.

• Most vanpoolers can commute for 

a third of the cost to drive alone 

or less and save over $1,000 per 

year in fuel alone.



VPSI’s Commuter Vanpool Program

• Vanpoolers have 24/7 roadside 

assistance, and we can facilitate 

and emergency ride home 

program as well.

• VPSI’s excellent customer service 

will help you sustain your vanpool 

group. 



Commute Cost Estimate:  60 mile R.T.

1,260 mi. monthly commute (based 

on 21 work days/5 day week).

$1,295.00 (1,500 allotted miles/mo.)

$   345.00 (fuel)

$1,640.20 per month

$126.00/per rider, per month w/13 on 

board… 



What makes VPSI the right choice…

Our program is designed for simplicity, reliability, 

and flexibility.

We do not rent cars or sell used cars as 

vanpooling is our one and only focus.

Our pre-paid fuel card means no guessing games 

at the end of the month.

We strive to constantly improve our products and 

services and set the bar for our industry.



What makes VPSI the right choice…

Most diverse fleet of commuter vehicles in the industry.

Complete online account management capability.

35 years of experience in the alternative transit industry.

Comprehensive program management and customer 
care.

Innovative real time ride matching program:  VRide



•Innovative real time, on line ride matching program that exists 

within a social media environment.

•Commuters can search for others with similar needs, post

potential routes, join vanpools/carpools, and manage their

group efforts.

•Employers can establish a distinct “Commuter Community” with its 

own identity.

•Visit www.vride.com/georgia to navigate our site.





VPSI

Contact Information:

•Allen Feather, National Account Executive

1.800.826.7433 x6106 or 770.427.7665

allen.feather@vpsiinc.com





Air Quality Initiatives

Shelley Robbins
Program Associate

April 24, 2012
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Greenville, Spartanburg 
and Anderson

Nonattainment!

Early Action Compact



www.cleanairspartanburg.com



www.cleanairspartanburg.com

Forums:
-Economics
-Technology
-Health



USEPA Sustainable 
Skylines Initiative Grant

Deliverables:

• Pickens County Biodiesel – document and spread the word

• Carbon Sequestration Bank – model and feasibility

• Housing Retrofit Carbon Credits – model and feasibility

• Multi-modal Transportation – barriers and solutions

• Document Swamp Rabbit – usage and policy



The Business Case For Biodiesel



Carbon Sequestration Bank – Nine Times Pilot



Housing Retrofit Bank



Multi-Modal Transportation



Greenway Benefits



Other Air Quality Projects



Shelley Robbins
srobbins@upstateforever.org

864.327.0090


