Put Your Garbage Where
it Belongs:
In the Trash Can

Litter is the most visible sign of pollution. It is
anything that is deposited where it is not
meant to be. Trash, including plastic bags,
bottles and cigarette butts, that is discarded
on the ground is picked up when it rains and
enters into our local waters. Litter left in the
streets and storm drains makes any
neighborhood look bad and can contribute to
flooded streets when it rains. Once the litter is  Trash can form large accumulations in urban
carried away in a storm, it becomes a major ~ Waters which impact water quality, hamper
source of pollution in our rivers, streams and ~ recreational use, and hinder flood control
beaches. This debris can inhibit the growth of protection. In 2009 and 2010, Greenville
aquatic plants, harm aquatic animals when County Solid Waste volunteers picked up
they ingest or get caught in these items, and 123,720 pounds of litter found around the
can transmit other pollutants, such as toxic county. The Sherriff collected 1.1 million tons

substances. of dumped litter in 2010.
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« Put your cigarette butts and other litter in garbage bins. Keep cans tightly
covered.

» If there is no garbage bin handy, hold onto your litter until you find one.

e Avoid throwing litter into the street and pick up discarded trash on your street.
e Minimize the amount of trash you generate by using reusable or recyclable
materials when possible.

e Use reusable bags when you are shopping to reduce the amount of
disposable bags that are discarded in our community.

e Recycle reusable materials.

e Volunteer to help keep trash out of waters through clean up days like the ones
hosted by Greenville County Soil Waste and Keep Greenville County Beautiful.

Greenville County can help your
HOA become a Pollution Solution

Under the federal Clean Water Act, DHEC and Greenville County
implement pollution prevention plans and perform public outreach
education.

Greenville County can:
+ Provide personal ashtrays so you can dispose of your cigarette butts
when no public bins are nearby

+ Share information regarding community clean up days and river sweeps
during which your HOA can provide support

+ Supply free educational signs and incentives

+ Collect recycling at recycling drop boxes
throughout the County

Supply reusable shopping bags to be used
rather than plastic bags
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+ Present information at HOA meetings

If your HOA is interested in participating in a model program
to keep your neighborhood “waste free” please contact the
Education Department at

jcward@greenvillecounty.org or
864-467-2755 ext. 103. l

For more information, visit
www.greenvillecounty.org/Soil_and_Water/
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