
Did You Know?

Alcohol is the most abused drug among
youth in the United States, more than tobacco
and illicit drugs.

Youth who drink alcohol are more likely to
experience:

• Poor or failing grades in
   school
• Disruption of normal growth
   and sexual development
• Memory problems
• Abuse of other drugs

Youth who start drinking before age 15 are
five times more likely to develop alcohol
dependence or abuse than those who begin
drinking at or after age 21.

From Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

High school students who use alcohol or
other drugs frequently are up to five times
more likely than other students to drop out
of school.

In a survey of 18- to 24-year-old current
drinkers who failed to complete high school,
nearly 60% had begun to drink before
age 16.

From Leadership to Keep Children Alcohol-Free
http://www.alcoholfreechildren.org

MESSAGE FROM THE SOLICITOR

The Alcohol Education Program of the
Thirteenth Circuit Solicitor ’s Office
provides effective and rehabilitative
alternatives to prosecution for first time
youthful offenders of alcohol-related
misdemeanor criminal offenses.

Our reality-based education program uses an
interactive approach to emphasize the risks
and negative impacts of alcohol misuse, and
helps our youth resist social pressures
regarding alcohol use and abuse.

I believe that this program will serve as a
beneficial diversion program in our
community by reducing the number of
alcohol-related offenses committed by
minors in Pickens County

W. Walter Wilkins
Circuit Solicitor

For more information contact:

Alyssa Burgess, Program Coordinator
aburgess@greenvillecounty.org

(864)  898-5628  Telephone
(864)  898-5632  Telefax

Thirteenth Circuit
Alcohol Education Program

AEP

W. Walter Wilkins, Solicitor
Solicitor’s Diversion Programs

113 Court Street

Pickens, South Carolina 29671

(864)  898-5628  Telephone

(864)  898-5632  Telefax

An Alternative to Court

For Underage Alcohol Offenders



The Alcohol Education Program (AEP) is a
diversion program under the supervision of

the Thirteenth Circuit Solicitor’s Office. The

program is designed for first time offenders
with magistrate/municipal court alcohol

offenses. The program, which requires

counseling and community service work,
allows the defendant to be diverted from

court.  If a person successfully completes the

program, the charge(s) will be dismissed.

AEP will increase awareness of underage

drinking by providing accurate, unbiased
information regarding the abuse of alcohol.

The program will focus on providing

knowledge of the negative effects of alcohol
abuse and how individual choices can impact

the lives of others.

Eligibility

The Alcohol Education Program is an

alternative to court for individuals ages 17

to 20 who are charged with alcohol related
offenses. A person may be considered for the

program if:

• The applicant is between the ages of 17

and 20 at the time of arrest.

• Has no prior alcohol-related offenses.
• Has no significant prior delinquency,

criminal activity or alcohol related traffic

offenses.

A person may only participate in the program
once. A person’s participation in AEP does
not prevent his/her future participation in the
Pre-Trial Intervention Program.

A person who successfully completes AEP
will be eligible to apply to the court for an
expungement of the arrest record.

A person who fails to complete the program
requirements will be terminated from the
program and the offense will be returned to
court for prosecution.

Eligible Alcohol Offenses:

• purchase or possession of beer or wine
by a person under the age of twenty-one

•   purchase or possession of alcoholic
liquors by a person under the age of
twenty-one

•    open container in a motor vehicle

•    public disorderly conduct

•    littering

• providing false information concerning
age

• unlawful purchase of beer or wine for a
person who cannot legally buy

• transfer of beer or wine for
underage person’s consumption

• transfer of alcoholic liquors for underage
person’s consumption

 possession of an altered driver ’s
license

Driving alcohol offenses, including driving
under the influence and driving under an
unlawful alcohol concentration, are not
eligible for the program.

Applications

Applicants must appear in court to receive a
referral form. An application fee is not
required for AEP.

The following items must be presented at
the time of application:

• Picture identification
• Social security card, and
• Copy of the ticket(s) or warrant(s).

Program Requirements

• 8 hour alcohol education class
• Alive at 25 class
• 20 hours of community service
• Abstinence from alcohol

Program Fees

• $250  Participation fee
• $150  Alcohol education class
• $35    Alive at 25 class


