
Professional 

Landscaping  

for  

Cleaner Water 

For additional information on water        
pollution and best management practices, 
please visit Greenville County’s website at 

www.greenvillecounty.org 
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Land Development Division 

301 University Ridge, Suite 3900 

Greenville, SC 29601 

 

Phone: (864) 467– 4610 

Fax: (864) 467– 7518  



Following these simple steps, you and your  
company can improve water quality, reduce mainte-
nance, and save money! 
 

Planning and Design Tips : 
 Use substrate or surfaces that absorb water.  
 Maximize the use of available water by installing 

permeable materials for walkways and driveways. 
 Reduce erosion by re-planting or seeding on bare 

or exposed soil.  
 Leave a native plant buffer along stream and river 

banks to prevent erosion. 
 Plant native species, which slow run-off and filter 

water. 
 Work with the existing landscape by creating a 

Rain Garden.  Rain Gardens are native plant   
gardens on low-lying areas that allow water to 
absorb rather than stand on the ground. 

Herbicide and Pesticide Tips: 
 Apply for a South Carolina Pesticide Applicators 

license.  http://entweb.clemson.edu/pesticid/
Document/PATinit.htm 

 Follow all Federal and State guidelines for usage, 
storage, and disposal.   

        http://www.scstatehouse.gov/CODE/t46c013.htm 
 Follow the directions on the chemical labels. 
 Never apply on a windy or rainy day and do not 

apply near water. 
 When possible, use a spot application  instead of 

treating an entire area. 
 Reduce or eliminate the need for chemical       

pesticides using natural methods of control.  Con-
sider ladybugs to control thrips or aphids, baking 
soda to eliminate fungus, and neem oil to  eradi-
cate Japanese Beetles. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Fertilizer Tips: 
 Obtain a soil test prior to applying fertilizers. This 

test will give you information about the nutrients 
that need to be added.  

 Apply fertilizer during dry weather.  Fertilizer 
application before a heavy rainfall can wash  the 
fertilizer into storm drains or waterways.  

 Follow all directions on fertilizer labels and apply 
fertilizer properly.  

 Fertilize only where needed. 
 When possible, use slow release or organic forms 

of fertilizer that provide nutrients gradually,   
reducing the number of repeated applications and 
saving money. 

 Choose species that are native to the area.  Native 
plants use less fertilizer since they are adapted to 
local soils. 

Maintenance Tips: 
 Practice grasscycling, leaving grass clippings on 

the lawn or flower bed, so the clippings can act as 
natural fertilizers.  Mulched leaves can also be 
left on the lawn to act as fertilizer. 

 Keep all of your lawnmowers and other       
equipment properly serviced. Make sure that your 
equipment does not leak gas, oil, or other fluids, 
which can be absorbed into the ground or washed 
into local waterways. 

 When maintaining rain gardens, don’t compact 
the soils surrounding  the area. 

 Do not dump, sweep, or blow yard waste into the 
street  sidewalk, or storm drain.  Storm drains 
empty into waterways.   

Rain Garden planted on existing low-lying area of 
the landscape.  

For additional rain garden resources and native plant lists, 
see Clemson Extension’s Rain Garden Manual for South 
Carolina at: www.clemson.edu/newsroom/articles/2009/
march/rain%20 _garden_manual.php5 

When yard waste enters the waterway through 
storm drains, it can cause algal blooms, which   

decrease oxygen in the water and harm wildlife. 

It is important to educate your clients on the benefits of 
landscaping for cleaner water. Over time, you and your 
clients will save money through lower maintenance 
requirements of each landscape and reduced necessity 
of chemical  pesticide and fertilizer applications.      
 

Additionally, your clients will see a decrease in water 
pooling on lawns and resulting damage to landscapes.  
Clients may also appreciate the effort your company is 
making to conserve natural resources and improve  
water quality.            


